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to have a retrofpective cfficacy, or fo framed, as unavoidably to be productive of {uch effect.  If a
Low 1s promulgatco tor enuthing the inprover of land to certain immumties, and a perfon thould re-
claim ground trom the fea, and crect buildings thereon, under an idea that he was entitled to the pri-
vil ges inended o Le conterred, the judges certainly ought to determine his nght on a conftruc-
tion ot that act which influcnced his conduce. dShould a subfequent flatute be tramed, under the
pretext of explanation, declaning the invalidity of Lis title under the former law, it mult influence
a cete minsnion of the quettion, arthng under the precedent act of the Jegiflature.  All laws are
to b expounded, as hoving tome effect ot theretore fuch fubfequent explan.tory ftatute has an

tffect, itinutt te to influcnce a conftruction differént trom what 1t s fuppoled the tormcer law
would have received without it. It this effece 1s deued, the explanation is negutory. I he act
ot the magtrates was cithe: rioht or wrong ; 1f right, it would be unjuft at this ti ve to declare
it therwiie; if wrong, the ordinary powers of jud caiure are competent to a dulcufliun of the

ucition.

We do not recollect any inftance of a declaratory f{tatute, pendente lite, or that affects penal
matters, which had received no final detvrnination.  An improp r adjudication h.s fometimes
induced a legifl tive interpofit.on, but the ruleis always grounded on meniiion, and accommo-
dated to tuture cvents. |

We hold it indufpenfebly neceflary to check every attempt to blend the legiflative and judicial
authorities ; they are directed by our toim of government to he always diftince wnd feparate. The
caution was dictated with wildom, and we think ir more eligible to give a liveral thin a confined
couitruction to the manva'e. It is the bufindds of the legiflaturc to m:ke, and of the judges to
expound, the laws. Tne bill, we think, nad a tendency (o introduce an infraction of this rule,
for the vpinion of the leg:flature muit (as was intended) have 5reat’ weight with thofe, who are
to conitrue and eaxpia n heir language.

As we th. ! al ways excreife the powcr of approving or rejecting fuch bills as may be the fubject
of our deliberation, 1t wil' alto be our defire to nave vour ipprobation of our me.furvs. We muft
however claim the right o1 detcrmining on fuch deliberative points as come before us, from thofe
rea ons tha: leave the w.oft foribl. imprefions on our minds, and fuch as we apprehend to be
moil conon.nit to generdl principles, nq the {piric-and meaning «f our conftitution 3 which we
do not, trom any inconveniences tn«t we have experienced, wi& to receive an alteration.

, . By cr.er, | R. RiIDGELY, cl. fen.

Brice T. B. Worthington, Efgq; from the {‘nate, delivers to Mr. Speaker th- refolution frnt
up by Mr. & .aciubbin «nd Nr. Chew, thus endorfed; ¢ By the femate, June 23, 1778: Read
s¢ and fcnted 0. Bv « rder, ’ R. RIDGELY, cl. fen.”

Adjourned till 3 o’clock.

‘ P O § T M E R I DTIZE M,

The houfe met.

Thomas wontee, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill, entitled, An a& for
the p ymen: of the journal of accounts, thus endorfed ; ¢¢ By the fenate, June 22, 1778 : Read
¢ the fistt and fccend time, by efpecisl order, and will pals.

¢ By order, R. RIDGELY, cl. fen.”

Whi h was ordered to be engroff-d. 3

William Hindm.n, Efg; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill, entitled, An alt
for the relief of ~ertrin nonjur s, thus endorfed ; *¢ By the fenate, June 23, 1778 : Read the
s¢ firft and fecond time, by eipecial order, and will pafs with the amendment herewith fent.

(X3 By order.’ R. REDGELY, C]. fen-”
Amendment propofed. Strike out from the word ¢ government,” in the 14th line of the 4th
page, to the end of the claufe. By order, R. RIDGELY, cl fen.

Which amendment was read.

On motion, That a committee be appointed to draft a meflage, in anfwer to that from the fe-
nate this forenoon by Charles Grahame, Efg; the queftion was put, and determined in the ne-
gative, ‘
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